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Agenda

 About ixact
 Product overview
 Integration samples
 PrintTalk: business workflow
 ixPPS production control desk
 ixJED toolset
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ixact GmbH

 Founded 1998 
 Software for printing industry 
 Since 2002 specialized in 

JDF developing
 Since 2004 member of CIP 4
 Customers worldwide
 Located 15 km to Frankfurt / Main

Germany
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ixact is founded in 1998 and 
we have the focus on developing software for the printing industry

since 2002 ixact is specialized in developing JDF products. And we are an early member of CIP4.

Our products are used all over the world by all kind of companies. 

ixact is centrally located in Obertshausen that’s a small town 15 km from Frankfurt Main. 




Products

for vendors

 technology consulting 
 software library
 integration framework
 toolkit for service, 

development & test

for printers

 integration consulting
 MIS with production 

control desk
 individualized 

JDF integration 
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First group of clients are vendors of software products and machines. 

the second group are the printers directly

for the vendors we offer a general consulting about technology and integration methods. 
we offer a library for JDF, JMF and PrintTalk handling
if our customer don’t want to dive deep into the complex JDF know how we can provide a framework. This is acting as a black box to communicate with JDF workflow

ixJED our toolkit is an easy to use tool covering all needs in service, development and test departments. Over hundred fifty licences are used in more than thirty namefull companies.

printers can take advantage of our deep integration knowhow. Ask for our consulting.
together with our partners we can offer MIS with integrated production scheduling and JDF networking
And if you have specific requests or needs for your own individual SW, ixact can provide components to link to the JDF workflow.





Customers
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ixact inside:

6 MIS vendors
1 printbuyer
and two postpress vendors

trust in ixact as technology partner for integration of their products into the JDF workflow

and some more are requesting for it.



Product ixFrame

 black box to communicate with 
JDF workflow
 mapping from customer 

namespace to JDF
 four versions available

MIS DB, XML, machines, PrintTalk
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lets dive a bit into our basic product ixFrame.

mainly ixFrame is a black box to communicate with the JDF and JMF workflow. No specific know how about jdf is needed to produce JDF and consume JMF with ixframe.
everything is handled by the mapping from customers namespace to the JDF namespace inside the black box.

ixFrame is ready to be connected to four different types of target systems. 
MIS with DB, flat files, to machines and Printtalk





ixFrame/DB

MIS

MIS
database

ixFrame/DB

JDF 
database

easy & flat

interface

ixPPS
Scheduling

ixBDE
DataTerminal
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For this mainly by MIS used scenario the communication is done between the MIS database and the ixFrame JDF database. 
The communication is bidirectional. 
The MIS can transmit all relevant data of a job and production structure in an easy and flat database to database protocol.
An integration could be ready within  3 weeks together with ixact.

This solution is used together with Pagina, rs Software, dahm and Davinci.

Scheduling and data Acquisition are extra modules provided by ixact.






ixFrame interoperability

PrePress:
 Agfa: installed
 HD: installed
 Kodak: available
 FujiFilm: Test in progreess
 Screen: Test in progress
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To whom is ixFrame compatible?
We have checked with the following Vendors:

Agfa is insalled with pagina|net
HD prepress without stripping runs about 2 years at client site.
Kodak is tested and available.
With FujiFilm we are in an early state and 
Screen is tested together with davinci (ink outside the square)
 




ixFrame interoperability

Press:
 manroland: available 
 KBA: available
 Komori: installed
 HD: installed
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All mayor presses are tested and available. With HD we have an installation for about a 2 years.



ixFrame/OPC

Machine ixFrame/OPC

MIS
interface to

machine PLC

OPC
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In this version of ixFrame a regular machine based on a PLC can be connected directly to JDF by OPC server technology.







ixFrame interoperability

PostPress:
 hohner HSB 10.000 is installed. 
 With four MIS vendors ixFrame is tested 

and available.
 ixFrame can read and write PostPress for 

hohner

11Copyright 2009 ixact GmbH

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen

The hohner device is running at client site Druckhaus Berlin Mitte in a pilot test.
With 4 MIS vendors the hohner interface is tested. 
And of course our own MIS interface can communicate with ixFrame/OPC



ixFrame/PrintTalk

print buyer
ixFrame/
PrintTalk

MIS 
of print
provider

product 
description 

&
business 
objects

XML
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print buyer can use ixFrame/PrintTalk to integrate the protocol for handling business objects together with product description. 
This product is used by Star Publishing, the PrintBuyer who handles the printing for Mercedes and other big companies.
The integration into the star product is ready in quarter 3 of 2008.







PrintTalk sequence

print buyer print provider

request for quotation

quotation

purchase order

confirmation

production

mile stones (status)

delivery

invoice
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Lets have a closer look on this next step of automation. The Printtalk sequence.
on the left-hand side we have the print buyer an agency who wish to ask multiple printproviders for a quotation.
 
A request for quotation contains all neccesary information about the product. the print provider can calculate this  and produces a quotation with the possebility to have alternative quotes.
 
the print provider can gather all the quotes from different printers and place an purchase order.
 
with confirmation the production starts and during production status information is send via milestones.





ixNET

MIS

ixFrame/
(PrintTalk)

prepress
press
postpress

component library:
.net & com API
sending & receiving JDF/JMF
job queue handling
http server
…
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ixNet is our component library. to make this slide not to technical I will reduce to the essentials. 

ixNET can be used by an application like a MIS. In this case the most of JDF generation is done by MIS. 
And ixNET supports with sending and receiving methods.
Job queuing and an efficient http server is integrated 
and dozens of useful methods are provided ready to use and well documented.
 






Product ixPPS
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Product ixPPS

 JDF based production control desk
 modern state of the art GUI
 efficient scheduling board with status 

reports of production
 automatic detection of collisions
 specific cost center view for process 

optimization
 optical visualization of process status 
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Product ixJED

 worldwide used toolset
development, service & test
 editing and viewing of JDF / JMF Files
 send & receive of JDF / JMF
 sniffing of network traffic with 

detailed packet analyzing
 scripting for workflow simulation and 

testing
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ixJED is our toolset for the development, service and test
it is food for editing an viewing of JDF and JMF files. Lots of different views allowing detailed access to the information

communication is comletly provided, because ixJED is based on our ixFrame technology.
 
To have a look on whats going on in the network, ixJED offers an very special sniffing tool, with outstanding filter functions on packet level.
 
the integrated scripting engine is very useful for testing. Agfa is using this in the development for daily build tests for ApogeeX.
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